longer than the gonocoxal synsclerite, may be considered autapomorphic for the genus (for a cladistic analysis of the characters of the Keroplatidae, see Matile 1990) . Pending a generic revision of the Orfeliini, the sister-group of Laurypta cannot be ascertained.
The new species described here is very close to Platyura exserta Ostroverchova, 1979 , from the Russian Far East (Sikhote-Alin Reserve, Russian Maritime Province), which was later attributed to Pyratula Edwards (Krivosheina & Mamaev, 1988) , and keyed in this genus by Zaitzev (1994) . This species also belongs to Laurypta [comb. n. : Platyura (Z.) exserta Ostroverchova, 1979: 40 Male holotype. -Length of wing: 2.9 mm. Head: occiput ochreous with a silvery pruinosity according to angle of light. Three ocelli, the outer ones far from eye margin, ocellar callus black brown. Antennae: scape, pedicel and basis of first flagellomere yellow, rest of flagellum black brown. Face and clypeus ochreous, mouthparts and palpi black brown.
Thorax: humeral calli pale yellow. Scutum ochreous, bearing four small, indistinct, prescutellar brownish spots. Scutellum brown, mediotergite yellow, brown in middle at level of insertion of macrochaetae. Laterotergite brown dorsally, pleura yellow. A small brownish spot on the mesanepisternite, at level of insertion of a group of minute hairs. Metepisternite also with a patch of short hairs.
Legs yellow, tibial spurs 1:1:1, black. Tibia and protarsus I of equal length.
Wings yellow, with a faint apical spot under apex of R 1 . C reaching the tip of the wing, strongly produced after R 1 . Sc very short, ending in costa well before Rs, Sc 2 absent. R 4 very short, ending after the middle of the R 1 -R 5 interval (3:2.4). Radiomedian fusion a little shorter than Rs. Anal absent. Halteres yellow, darkened at tip.
Abdomen: tergite I ochreous, the following tergites ochreous with a wide apical brown band. Sternites ochreous. Terminalia: tergite IX and synsclerite yellow, proctiger and gonostyles brown.
Male genitalia (figs. 2-4). -Ninth tergite long, wider in the basal third, extending far distad of the gonocoxite margin. Cerci long and narrow, extending distad of apex of gonostyles, hypoproct shorter, not reaching apex of cerci. Gonocoxites entirely fused ventrally, the ventral margin of the synsclerite smoothly curved inwards. Synsclerite entirely open dorsally, the internal margin bearing, on each side, a short process bearing four closely appressed short spines. Gonostyles bifid, the ventral lobe wide, the dorsal one narrow and bearing at the internal margin rows of stronger and shorter setae. Aedeagus small and weakly sclerotized.
Female as the male, but the brown apical abdominal bands narrower. Terminalia brown black, cerci small, one-segmented, blunt at apex.
Remarks. -The male genitalia are of the usual Laurypta type (see drawings by Edwards 1928, for L. leptura, and Matile, 1988a for L. scalaris), and obviously very close to those of L. exserta (Ostr.). The types of the species described by Ostroverchova cannot be borrowed (Ostroverchova pers. comm.) , but according to the sketch she gave of this species, L. tripotini differs by the ninth tergite wider at base (compare fig. 4 , L. tripotini drawn under the same angle and magnification than fig. 5 , L. exserta after Ostroverchova), and the gonostyles wider and straighter. The Korean species further differs from L. exserta by the scutum ochreous instead of brown black and the abdominal tergites V-VII banded instead of uniformly dark. Ostroverchova also mentions the presence of Sc 2 and of an anal vein 'well developed but not reaching the wing margin' -as stated above, the absence of Sc 2 and An are diagnostic of the genus Laurypta, and the two species are so close in male genital structure that I suspect a confusion between Sc 2 and humeral crossvein h, and between An and Cu 2 (on the other hand, these venation characters would check with the previous assignment of exserta in Pyratula). 
D
In his diagnosis of Laurypta, Edwards (1929) states the mesanepisternite as bare. L. laevis, scalaris, leptura, apicalis and the undescribed species from Senegal all show the patch of minute mesanespisternal hairs mentioned in the description of L. tripotini. The presence of metepisternal hairs has not been noted either by Edwards and the diagnosis of the genus should thus be amended.
In the keys to the genera of Keroplatinae given by Hutson et al. (1980) or Zaitzev (1994) , Laurypta would come close to the genus Orfelia Costa, from which it differs conspicuously by the absence of outer tibial spurs, by the rows of tibial setulae all alike and the anal vein absent.
L. apicalis (Colless), described on a single damaged female, differs strikingly from the other Laurypta by its pictured wings, the pattern of which resembles the New Caledonian Dimorphelia Matile. The holotype was kindly examined for me by Dr. Raymond J. Gagné (): there are 14 flagellomeres (normally 12 in females of Dimorphelia, but I have seen specimens with 13), and there are anepisternal setae which escaped Colless attention. The mouthparts are pointed, but shorter than the combined length of the first two palpomeres (reaching the last palpomere in Dimorphelia), the anal vein is absent (faint in Dimorphelia) and the metepisternite is bare, so that L. apicalis is most probably correctly placed in the genus.
The genus Laurypta thus follows an afro-oriental track, with two extensions, one Eastern Palaearctic, the other Australasian. The presence of a few Oriental elements in the Japanese and Eastern Asian fungus-gnat fauna has been signalled by Okada (1938a Okada ( , b,1939 , while discussing certain species. The relations between afrotropical, oriental and australasian Sciaroidea have been briefly discussed by Matile (such as 1988a Matile (such as , b, 1990 Matile (such as and 1992 . On more general grounds Croizat (1958 Croizat ( , 1964 has stressed the importance of an 'axis of dispersal: 'Eastern Siberia/Japan-Java, etc. [with ...] an East African outlier ' (1964: 512) , which is typically that of Laurypta, with lacunae which will probably be filled in the future. The Oriental-australasian track corresponds to two periods, Miocene and Pliocene-Pleistocene (Holloway & Jardine 1968) ; the fact that the distribution of Laurypta includes also the Afrotropical region implies that the genus is at least of Miocene origin; the extension to Eastern Asia could be as recent as the Pliocene.
Of the 49 known genera of Orfeliini, 27 are endemic to one biogeographical region, 4 are Holarctic [Asindulum Latreille, Macrorrhyncha Winnertz, Palaeoplatyura Meunier (living in North America, fossil in Baltic amber) and Platyura Meigen], 4 are Austroneotropical (Planarivora Hickman, Pyrtaula Edwards, Rypatula Edwards and Taulyrpa Edwards), one Afro-oriental (Ralytupa Edwards) and one Afro-neotropical (Lyprauta Edwards, but there may be a Palaearctic species, Platyura oberthueri Matile). Pyrtulina Matile is Afro-australasian, with probable Oriental representatives. The other 11 genera cover at least three biogeographical regions, but Laurypta is the only one showing the distribution discussed above, although a phylogenetic analysis of certain genera may in the future reveal such relationships among species-groups inside genera. None of the genera of Macrocerinae or of Keroplatinae Keroplatini show a Laurypta-like distribution. The 'oriental group' of the genus Heteropterna does follow a similar track, but its phylogenetic relationships are unsatisfactorily resolved (Matile 1990) . Although there are a few other Oriental elements in the far Eastern Palaearctic Sciaroidea (Okada op. cit., Matile unpubl. data), these remain therefore anecdotal. 
